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INTRODUCTION
“UUAHistory of the Gurnet, Sa=
quish and Clark's %land hy Al=
bert Franklin ierce is a sup-
erh piece of folk literature, In
4989, Captain  AF, “Allie” .
“"Pléerce, 92 years of Mlymouth, -
is one of the last of the olds
time shell backs that sailedbe-
fore the nast, tie has written
vedifiistory com pi:led largelyfioni-
eury aix oial raditon and
-.has preserved anecdotes in lo-
“cal history that might'easily
have been fo rgotten or perhaps
never remembered, Men like
‘hifn will never be seen again,
He is one of the last rem-
nanmts of the oldtime sailors
who have been shouldered into |
history by the less ruggedways
of the modern world they helped
to create, Each year, the ranks
of those who followed the sea
in the tradition of Melville’s
Ahan, Ishmael, and Queegueg
of Mohy Dick fame or Richard
Henry Dana, author of Two
Years Before the Mast, dwin-
dles, We are therefore most
fortunate to have armong  us
still, in this historically unique -
environment of Plymouth, a
seaman who is, o a great ex-
tent, a part of Plymouth’s mar-
itime past and whose history
Will add 1o the preserving much
of the area’s 1oy ;
HIS BIRIFET s 1oy
Captain 'Pierce was horn on
April 11, 1877, in Chiltonville,.
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ip ‘and abotit to
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ecalnied’in the' In=
1d could not reach
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he mother ‘died in childbirth,
Desiring to bury his wife in

© the soil of her native Duxbury,”

worth ™ placed her

worth did not respond in exact-
ly the same way to ms$ crew,
When a sailor died at sea, Mr,
Pierce recalled thesimple ser-
vice performed on the quarter-
deck as handed down in oral
traditon to him by his neigh=-
bor on 3Saquish, the Captain’s
son, Seaborn, **Ashes to ashes

- dust to. dust, if God don't take.

him, the devil.nust,’® and so
the body: was cammitted, ever
wko. Spend eternity
in the deep, The $piritand teni-
per of-the forecastle is herein
demoastrated,
TOM LAWSON

Captain Pierce remembers
seeing the ship Tom Lawson,
the only seven~masted schooner
ever built, loaded with oil in
New York and bhouz! ax Tor
Livernool, It was Friday, the
13th of December, 1907, The
ship’s master, superszitious as |
many men ar:s whosa ves de-
pend on the fates that the ele-
nients have in store, refused to
sail, A new captain was requi-
sitioned by  the ship’s owners

-

which haye satled from Seituate !
to ﬂ-le CQPF: a 0 i &'

\\-Im-\:rould not suffer one day’_s
loss of profits for tles ake of

as 'Lhe._.. C superstition, The ship was lost
remembers - ' at zea with all hands off the
spring ' uny f’ May Scilly Islands bhetween the

LSter_at Long bond, Albert
. Franklin Plerce”is, in short,
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MARITIME VITALITY

Mr. Pierce, in his ecdaver-
sation, has clearly demonstra-
ted the maritime vitality of Ply~
mouth in the early 19th cen-

tury. He spoke of over 80 ves-

sels bound out of I'lymouth for
the Grand Banks ‘registering
a total of $98,000 in the year

1800 for customs house re-

ceipts, When they took the

wharves away, they ruined Ily-
motith,””

Capt, Pierce is related to
rmany notables in Plyinouth his=
tory. Although painted in the
darkest shades by George Wil-
lison in Saints and Jtrangers,
John Pierce leld the patent of
the old colony in 1822 and help-
ed finance the Milorims while
he was in England, Capt, iicree
is also a relative of Abraly
i‘ieree, who cwned e firsteat-

tle in the colony, He is a des~
of U.8, President
Franklin Pierce, andhis grand-
father, Branch Plerce, deer
hunted each autmn for many
years with Senator Daniel Weh-

; a most fascinating man and we

i

|
|

! are delighted to have his his-

tory in our library’s collection
at Pilgrim Hall and his map:of
Clark’s Island, subdivided by
land holdings. and titles, given
to the Pilgrim Society in 1952,
L.D, Geller,

Director, Pilgrim Society
Plvmouth, Mass,

The Gurnet was visited by
Thorwald, son of Eric the Red,
in the spring of 1004 and at that
time, was covered with woods.
The spot so charmed him, he
exclaimed, ‘'On this beautiful

" spot 1 should like to fix my
dwelling!"* Soon after he was
wounded in a skirmish with the
buried on the Gurnet,

The Gurnet and Flymouth
were visited by Martin Pring in
the year 1603 and.by Siuer de

|. Mants in 1605 with Champlain

as pilot. He made a map which
shows Saquish as an istand and
RBrown's Bank the sanie as now,
I'he Gurnet was granted in 1694

Weston, The U,gh__thous,e was

built .in 1768, the first avin..

lighthouse on the coast, It re-
mained a twin lighthouse until |
1924 when Massachusetts ceded
sanie t  the Federal Govern-
ment in 1700, It was destroyed
by {ire in July of 1801 and ye-
huilt in 1802, The first light-
nouse keeper was aMrs, Thom-
as, The fort was called Fort
Andrew,

During the War of 1812, a few
shots were exchanged with the
I3ritish frigate “Niger,” which
sent boats and crews to burn

(Continued on Page 9)

the fishing vessels at Ply-
mouth, The fort fired on the
frigate and the returnshotfrom
the frigate put a ball through
the lighthouse, the only light-
house on the coast 1o be hit by
enemy fire. The British, how=
ever, wrned back,

The Gurnet contain. about
2T acres of good soil, The name
is derived from the gurnet-fish,
which is found on the coast of
Devonshire, England,

- Saquish was granted to the
town of Plymouth in 1638-39,
Plymouth, in 1690, granted it to
Ephraim ‘and George Morton,
In the earliest records, Saquish
is called *‘Sagaquas’’ by the In~
dians, which means, **The place
of many clams.’® It has an area
of about seven acres of upland,

Edward Bangs was one of the
early settlers and he conveyed
the land to Manasah Kenton,
who inturnconveyed these lands
to his  son-in-law, Ephraim
Morton, whose heirs sold same
to Elisi® Doten in 1725, In 1741,
Doten sold out to Robert Bart-
lett, and in 1742, Bartletttrans-

ferred title to Benjamin Hanks,
* who lived there for about four

years before selling out to
Saraus LeBaron in 1746, Hanks
left Saquish and went west, His
grest - grandson  Abraham
Iincoln, was born in alogcabin
in Kentucky, 63 years after he
left Saquish, o

The Burgesses owned Saquish
from 1850 1o 1860, Mr, Burgess
came ashore from lobstering

.one day, only o find surveyers

and zhen'_sf_ét‘ﬂﬁg'hels for mack= - ¢
erel in suimmer, His cledrmind
is filled with seafaring lore of

Azores and England not long
after leaving porw Although mel
these'seamen had the uncanny Slr Lgum;i
abiliry to pick theirway through Ernor ofzies

to John Doty, Joh¥ Nelson and

y at work and upon questioning
samuel Lucas.

them, he was informed that the

Which the'following are exam="
ples; ' s o

storm and fot by dead reckon-

ing, the sounding leadoramys=-

tic sense of.smell still, even i
“TEYYERTIAN ehdowed  with S e

a sixth sense, there were safer
ways o make a living. Gales,
collisions, shoals, and danger=
ous lee shores took a heavy toll
of vessels and their crews.

w0 }’13}1‘}%‘3 i t, Sa
quish and Clark’s lgland in 1688~
1689, The fort on the Gurnet
wag built in 1776 by the towns

of Plymouth, Kingstan and Dux- .

bury and had a company of
sixtv imen under Capt, William



Government was about to huild

2 fort, which they did, It had

a well sixty-five feet deep,and

had a gun mounted on each of

the four mounds of the fort,

After the Government aban-
doned the fort, a fisherman and
his wife lived in the underground
quarters, and the wife, having
the evening nieal prepared, went
out to call her husband, only to
find upon their remurn rhatlmc:
entire roof had caved in,

Mrs, Caroline Keefe Harnes
was born there on Aug, 24,18'751,
and at that time her father was
3gr. Kecfe of Fort Srandish,

The Durgesses had a negro
servant and upon her death,
was buried near a large rock
on the east side of Austin Low-
ell’s lot, near the road,

The house now owned by
George Harney was the guard-
house of the fort and the housc
now owned by the Hamilton's
was the barracks which had been
moved down from the fort,

About the nincties, in the
month of November, a big fleet
of trawlers cawe into Saquish
for a harbor and to torch her-
ring for bait, Some of the men
hired Joe Thurston's place and
in large kettles, tried out the
cod-livers which they had
brought ashore,

The sclioolhouse where the
children from Clark’s Island,
Saquish and the Gurnet atren-
ded school was the middle ope
of the three, this side of the
Gurnet, Near by, the site where
the old Coast Guard Station
once stood, there is buried in
the sand, the wreck of an old
Viking ship, 1t is just like the

one now on exhibition in [“il-
. grim Hall,. The hull washed

oyt once and J. Russell Har-
low and I saw it, ltis complete-
ly covered now and there is no
record of it to be found,

There have been several
wrecks on Saquish Beach and
there is one near the Hall cot-
tage, buried in the sand, It had
come from the Carolinas loaded
with corn and it dragged ashore
in a storm, 1 have heard my
grandfather tell of boating corn
up to town,

Saquish was an island at high
water before the ninety-eight
storm, and lobster boats at that
time , could go into the Gurnet
Creek at high water, That storm
filled it in and made it a part

f the Gurnet.
¢ (Continued on Back Page)

HISTORY OF:
(Continued from Page 9)

Below the bank, near the old
Parker Hall house, there was
a small pond and ice was cut
for home use in the ,winter,

When I first came toSaquish,
approximately 70 years ago, the
whole place was cleared land
and one could pick to his con=-
tent all the wild strawberries
he wanted,

After the government gave up
the fort, Delano and Keith pur=
chased same, Mr., Keith came
down to survey, hut was at a
loss to find anything to start
from , The deed started from
the old slippery elm tree which
could net be found and no one
knew where it was, Upon re-
wirning from lobstering one day,
Mr, Keith asked me if 1 knew
where the slippery el was lo-
cated and after dinner, with the
aid of a shovel, 1 was ahle to
locate the smmp of the slip-
pery elm, which hadblown down
in the 98 storii and had rotred
away, had it notbeen for this,
the place could not have been
run out, Refore the '98 storm,
there were two cranberry bogs
on saquish but the storm filled

thein in and they were killed

by the salt water.

The Indfan village, was' -

evidenily located in the vicinity .

of where 1 used to have my
garden, the lots now owned by
Harry Hunt, I have dug down
post=holes, four feet deep and
found
arrow-heads, )

The main road across Saquish
is named Hank’s Avenue, after
Nancy Hanks, who llved there
about 1746,

About 1912, a Mr, Chase who
canie from Springfield, Mass.,
owned Saquish BReach,.and at
that tiine bujlt a large housc
with a wharf andasmallsteain-
er made runs from Plymouth,
[he house, complete with well
and a bathroomn, had & beauti=
ful large lawn with rosebushes,
the loam for the grounds was
carted down from the fort by

Eligha 3ampson by horse and:

tip-cart.

There came a hig storm and
waslied the whole place away,
as well as the Murpliy house on
a near-by lot and the only place
that really hcld was the Dixon
louse, although in the sand
dunes was anchored fixmly on
posts, and after the stori, one
could walk under the house,

At the thme of the storm,

the tide was so high that Deif-
fer’s Point was all under water

shells and also mamy

and their cellar on the Point
filled with water, The tide came
up to the cellar door at my
place.

The channel to Clark’'s Is-
land, at that time, came be-

" tween Saquish and the Island
‘about half way between and one
winter, a blg ice formed be-
tween Saquish and the Island and
blocked the whole place and op=
‘ened a new channel, where the
present one is now,

About 1920, there were three
fish traps off Saquish, Harry
Hunt had one and a large power
boat to .carry fish to Boston,
“Mr, Zenas Crowell made the
blue prints for Saquish and laid
out the lots for Sam Burgess,
The lots sold for $75 each.
During the ninety-eightstorm,
the sloop ‘‘Venus' .out of
Glouchester came ashore In
the cove inside and the crew
went into the old farm house

to stay until they could get the -
vessel off, Mr, Burgess came
down from Duxbury andordered
“them out: and they then“went
over to Joe Thurston’s place to
stay. The next winter,,when no
one was living on Saquish, the
farm house was broken into
again and everything smashed
up, including dishes and furni~
wre. .

Mr, Homer, an antique dealer
from New York owned the big
house, formerly -the barracks
and {n viewing the pleces of
chitna from the farm house which
had been broken, stated that if
they were whole, he would have
given $600 aplece for several
of them. The old farm house-

ry room-
“in ‘the
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~ Whén J first came to Saquish
‘Nate Crowell and myself picked
cockles, We had'a large car to
keep them in and a vessel came
once a week to pick up our
catch, ~ usually = ‘taking 150
buckets “at 75 cents 4 bucket,
Shortly, 1 bufit a boat and went
lobstering, At that time, Joe
Thurston, Charles Briggs and
J.R, Harlow were lobstering
from Saquish, John Hurley and
Kelley and Burt Russell soon
arrived to live at Saquish,
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